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Pronouncing verb and noun inflexions: ’s, -s, -es, -d and -ed

S

Words ending with:

/s, 121,13/, 1Y}, /1], /d3/

Genitive ’s

Plurals Contracted is

EItconcourse.com

passes /'pa:.siz/
fizzes /'f1.z12/
sabotages
/'se®.ba.ta:.z12/
matches /'mae.tfiz/
splashes /'splae.f1z/
plunges /'plan.dziz/

Paris’s /'pae. r1.s1z/
kibbutz’s /k1. butsiz/
garage’s /'ge.ra:31z/

fish’s /'f1.J1z/
ostrich’s /'p.stritf1z/
judge’s /' dza.dz1z/

buses /'ba.s1z/
quizzes /'kwr.ziz/
fishes /'f1.fiz/
mirages /' mr.ra:.31z/
churches /'tf3:.tfiz/
hedges /' he.dz1z/

The contraction of has to 's is not pronounced as /1z/ but usually as /az/ as in, e.g.:

The judge's decided (/d3a.d3az/)
The contraction of is to 's is pronounced as above and sounds uncontracted because /1z/ is its normal
full-form pronunciation.

Words ending with:
/e/, It/, [/, [t] or /B

Genitive ’s

Plurals Contracted has /is
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cups /kaps/ stops /stops/ shop’s /[a:ps/
hats /heaets/ hits /hits/ Pete’s /pi:ts/

trucks /traks/ picks /piks/ Mark’s /'ma:ks/

roofs /ru:fs/ coughs /kofs/ life’s /laxfs/
heaths /hi:8s/ unearths /an. 3:6s/ Beth’s /beBs/
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All other ending sounds
including vowels

eltconcourse.com
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Plurals

boys /'bo1z/

girls /g3:lz/
fathers /'fa:86.0z/

cubs /kabz/
homes /havmz/

has /haez/
saddens /'saed.nz/
loves /'lavz/
digs /digz/
was /wpz/

Genitive ’s

Pauline’s /'pa:.li:n1z/
Berlin’s /bar'.linz/
Land’s /laendz/
Mary’s /'me.riz/
lad’s /leedz/

There are a number of words in English which end with a voiced /3/ sound when they are verbs (usually
with an -e ending) but end with the unvoiced /8/ if they are nouns. They include:

breathe /[bri:d/ vs. breath /bre8/
soothe /su:8/ (verb only)

loathe /laud/ (verb only)

bathe /be1d/ vs. bath /ba:8/
clothe /'klavd/ cloth /klp©/
mouth /mawd/ vs. mouth /mawv/
seethe /si:6/ (verb only)

sheathe /[i:8/ vs. sheath [[i:6/
teethe /ti:d/ vs teeth [ti:0/
wreathe [ri:8/ vs wreath /ri:0/
writhe [ra1id/ verb only)

These words obey the rules when they take and s ending so, when used as verbs ending in /8/, the ending
is pronounced /z/ and when they are used as nouns ending in /8/, the s inflexion is pronounced as /s/.
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Base ending in /d/ or /t/ eltconcourse.com

Adjectives and adjectival

Past tenses and past participles particinles

fitted /'fr.tzd/ padded /'pae.did/
bated /'beae.t1id/ pointed / parn.tid/
offended /a. fen.did/ rebated /ri:. ber.tid/
patted /' pae.tid/ uninterested /an. 1n.tra.strd/
demoted / di:.'mauv.tid/ belated /b1.'ler.tid/
noted /' nav.tid/ departed /d1.'pa:.tid/

Base ending in unvoiced consonant except /t/:

/s/, 1o/, 1, /K[, 1Y)/, 16/, /]

eltoncourse.com

Adjectives and adjectival

Past tenses and past participles participles

passed /pa:st/ unimpressed / an.1m. prest/
lopped /lopt/ blacktopped / blaektopt/
coughed /koft/ unbriefed / an. bri:ft/
smacked /smzaekt/ unprovoked / An.pra. 'vaukt/
matched /maetft/ multibranched / malt.i.'bra:ntft/
frothed /fro6t/ toothed /tu:6t/
fished /fift/ undiminished / an.d1.'mr.nift/
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Base ending in a voiced consonant |
(excet /d/) or a vowel €lTconcourse.com

Adjectives and adjectival

Past tenses and past participles Partic nles

mowed /mauvd/ disallowed / d1.sa. laud/
shared /[ead/ undelivered / an.das. lr.vard/
failed /fe1ld/ principled /'prin.sap.ld/
dragged /draegd/ stockinged / 'stokind/
clubbed /kiabd/ uncombed /An’k.auvmd/
judged /dzadzd/ ridged /ridzd/
loathed /lsudd/ breathed /bri:dd/
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