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Summary diagrams for the guide to multi-word verbs

The guide can be accessed at: http://www.eltconcourse.com/training/inservice/verbs/mwvs.html

Simple summary

phrasal prepositional

produces a new
meaning

pull + away (adverb)
= increase a lead

preposition
dependent on the
verb

phrasal-
prepositional

N

produces a new
meaning and links
verb and noun
phrase

pull + away + from +

They interfered with increase a lead

The runner pulled the work He pulled away from

away in the last lap
a

the rest of the field
3

Summary 1: by type: for the big picture
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PREPOSITIONAL

adverb + preposition
particle

verb meaning is altered

separable She broke the figures /it down

inseparable

(doubtful) (verb plus prepositional

phrase)

intransitive | wake up at 6

transitive | put off the meeting

verb meaning is unchanged

transitive / requiring complementation They relied on her help

with and without complementation They connived (at ...)

verb meaning is altered

transitive ONLY

She fell out with her friends

related intransitive phrasal

. verbs
inseparable they fell out
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Summary 2: by separability

Verb + object pronoun il She caught him

+ adverb out

separable

They cleared the -
house out

Verb + object noun +
adverb

eltconcourse.com She hit on a

solution

Verb + adverb + object
noun or pronoun

Verb + preposition +
object
OR obligatory
complement

They complained

inseparable about the room
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Verb + adverb +
prepositional phrase

| They stuck up for
her

Summary 3: by transitivity

Verb + object pronoun + adverb S8 She woke him up

They paid the

Verb + object noun + adverb
money out

He set out the
problem

Verb + adverb + object noun

Verb + preposition + object
OR
Verb + prepositional phrase

§ They relied on the
information / it
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Verb + adverb + prepositional ) She caught up with
phrase her brother / him

multi-word verbs

Verb + adverb The horse got out
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Summary 4: by clause constituents

Subject noun Prepositional
The old man has arrived at the hotel
Subject noun Adverb
The old man has called
Subject noun Object noun Adverb
The old man has called the police
Subject noun Dependent Complement
The old man comg?:fne d about
Subject noun Adverbial
The old man has set off
Subject noun Verb phrase Object noun Prepositional
parts 1 and 2 phrase phrase
|
The old man fge prked the number in the book
Subject noun Verb phrase Object noun Verb phrase
part 1 phrase part 2
Subject noun Verb phrase Object noun Verb phrase
part 1 phrase part 2
Subject noun Prepositional
The old man has faced up to the truth

Not a multi-
word verb

Not a multi-
word verb
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Not a multi-
word verb

Prepositional
verb

Phrasal verb

(intransitive)
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Phrasal verb
(transitive)

Phrasal verb

(transitive)

Phrasal verb
(transitive)

Phrasal-

prepositional
verb
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